
SPEEN PLAYING FIELDS

Serving your community since 1935



How it all started….
Ø The 2 acre 3 rods 20 perches field behind the King William IV public 

house was bought in 1935 from Wheelers Wycombe Brewery Limited 

Ø Prior to Wheelers it was part of John Free’s Farm when the field was a 
Cherry Tree Orchard behind the farmhouse 

Ø A further 0.3-acres where the Pavilion is sited was bought in 1971 

Ø In 2005 The 1.8-acre field off Moses Plat was bequeathed to the 
community by Dan Ridgeley “exclusively for the children of the 
village” 



Ownership of the Fields

Ø Main Field bought by the village for £160 with the help of King George 
V Jubilee Trust, the Carnegie Trust and the National Playing Fields 
Association.  

Ø The Ownership was vested with the Charities Commission and 
managed by a committee of Trustees on behalf of the village under 
the terms of a Trust dated October 11th 1935. 

Ø IMPORTANT… it is not Local Authority owned AND not Local Authority 
supported
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The War Years

Ø By 1937 the Field was in use for Cricket and School Sports, 
maintenance costs for were £5.16s.5p 

Ø After war broke out in 1939 a stream of evacuee children 
arrived in Speen and made huge use of the field.

Ø The records note that in 1947 a Mrs Jack was for a short time 
given permission to graze a goat on the playing Field! 

Ø Whilst by 1949 Mrs Dove was given permission to lead her Goats 
across the Recreation Ground but not graze!!



Goat Business



Developments
Ø The Tennis Court was 

constructed in 1973 and 
completely resurfaced by 
the Tennis Club in 2019 

Ø The Roundabout was 
purchased in 1975 for £224

Ø The Pavilion was built in 
1988

Ø First Marquee purchased in 
2000 



The Purpose of Speen Playing Fields
Ø To allow the Fields to be used in perpetuity as playing fields and 

recreation grounds for the benefit of the inhabitants of Speen

Ø We try to continuously upgrade and renovate the play equipment, the 
latest additions being the Cube, Climbing frame and Cradle Swing and 
not forgetting the roundabout refurbishment!

Ø Major village events held on the fields are Funday, Fete & Bonfire 
Night and the bi-annual Speen Festival stages many events on our 
fields both in and outside the Marquee

Ø We also love to celebrate special occasions on the field such as the 
Lockdown Freedom Party and the forthcoming Queens Platinum 
Jubilee Party



EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
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Using the Fields

ØVillage Groups/ Charities use the field and 
Marquee for special events

ØSpeen Festival

ØVillagers can also make use of the fields/marquee 
for their own private use too e.g Birthday Parties, 
Anniversaries, Weddings etc….
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like a 
party!



Our Expenditure splits into ongoing costs of 
about £6,000 per year plus special projects,

ØOngoing
ØInsurance £1,700

ØGrass Cutting / 
Strimming £2,800

ØUtilities £500

ØGeneral Maintenance 
£1,000

ØSpecial Projects
ØCube, Cradle & Climbing 

Frame £35,000 (Grant of 
£20,000 from PC)

ØRoundabout £4,000

ØRidgeley’s Resurface 
£1,500

ØBike Park Half Pipe refurb 
£1,000



Financed by
Ø SPF Draw £2,500

ØBonfire Night £500 to £2,000

ØXmas Tree Collection £550

ØGrants….. Fete, Festival £1,400

ØParish Council £250

ØBucks CC Covid special Grant of £10,000 (in 2020)

ØWe try to keep a contingency reserve to cover a year’s expenditure



Trustees 
Ø The Constitution requires the Trustees to be elected each year at 

the AGM

Ø Members must be resident in the village 

Ø 4 meetings a year (including AGM)

Ø The current members are Matt Davis, Tony Bobroff, Andy Thompson, 
Adrian Farley, Cristina Delgado, Jo Allen, Duncan Wilson, Greg Cook 
& Peter Symonds

Ø We need more and newer Trustees to join us so we can allocate 
specific roles to each Trustee such as Events, Communications, SPF 
Draw, Field Maintenance, Secretarial/Admin etc. 



Friends of Speen Playing  Fields 
ØWe are also launching today “The Friends of the Fields.” 

ØA group of supporters, our Volunteer Army, whom we can 
call upon, on an ad hoc basis for maintenance, events and 
work parties

Ø So today we are recruiting for a few more Trustees and 
many more “Friends”

Ø If you would like to become a Trustee, please do speak to 
one of us tonight or leave your contact details or email 
playingfields@speenbucks.org.uk



You can support us and your community by

Ø Joining us as a Trustee

ØBecome a “Friend of the Fields”

ØHelping at the Spring and Autumn work parties – the first 
is tomorrow between 1 and 5pm

ØHelping set up and clearing up after events 

ØBuying Monthly SPF Draw tickets, our main income source

ØAttending village events on the fields



Your fields belong to you 

We have to take 
responsibility for them

THANK YOU!


